
 After capping off an important April weekend in Athens, highlighted by Al-

pha Omegaôs 44th Annual Pig Dinner, the prospect of recolonizing on the 

campus of Ohio University appears bright.  

Attendance was noticeably up for Pig Dinner, as fifty eight brothers, along 

with a number of dates, friends and spouses sat down for an enjoyable frater-

nal meal. Those in attendance were treated to an emotional and moving key-

note address by the International Headquarters Director of Chapter Develop-

ment, Justin Burns OSU ó07. A number of other brothers were in town too 

for the 4th Annual Kace Memorial Golf Tournament.  

After traveling to Fiji Academy to represent our graduate chapter this past 

January, and for his time spent preparing and presenting our plans for recolo-

nization, John Ziza ó78 received at Pig Dinner the Distinguished Graduate 

Service Award.  

On hand to receive a special citation by the Archons "for distinguished and 

exceptional service" was John Gibson OSU ó75. John has served our graduate 

chapter as chairman of Alpha Omegaôs Board of Chapter Advisors and re-

mains active with the Ohio State chapter. AOGA President and Archon, Ron 

Sages ó73, along with Burns, were on hand to make the presentation.  

Others receiving special recognition were Geoff Darling ó88, a Silver Owl 

recipient who had spread his wings for 25 years as a brother in Phi Gamma 

Delta until his sudden passing over Memorial Day weekend. Finally, receiv-

ing the award for having travelled the furthest was Ken Slon ó85 for making 

the trip in from California. Mike Hennessy ó89, served as Symposiarch.  

Finally, as a sign that indeed the times are changing for the better, in order to 

be more eco-friendly, one of the more curious aspects of the evening was the 

appearance of a synthetic pig. Undoubtedly, this wonôt be the last time that 

brothers will be bringing in this pig.                     
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Joining the Board this year is Mike Hennessy ô89, who is serving as our 

Director of Communications, and who will be working with, and be 

supported by, Rob Valloric ô88 as Webmaster, Rick McCarroll ô80 as 

Graduate Membership and Web Content Director, and our Social Net-

working Team of Mark Coker ó93, Chip Eschenfelder ó90 and John 

Sweney ô88, who are maintaining the OU Alpha Omega Group Face 

Book Pages. We are very excited over the prospects for enhancing com-

munications with our 800+ Alpha Omega Graduate Brothers and I am 

most appreciative of their collective efforts. 

Continuing in his role as Chair of the Strategic Planning Effort is John 

Ziza ô78. A narrated copy of the excellent Strategic Plan Power Point 

Presentation assembled and delivered by John at our Pig Dinner Meeting 

in April has now been uploaded to our website.  We have created a sepa-

rate menu option for Recolonization on the website; the strategic plan, 

FAQs and contribution page are included under this section of the web-

site. Though John is not officially a member of the Board, since he tech-

nically reports to the Board in this role, he is nonetheless a Most Valu-

able Player as we move forward. John attended FIJI Academy last Janu-

ary in St. Louis and will be attending Ekklesia this coming August in 

Phoenix. We will also be hosting several Webinars later this summer for 

Brothers who did not attend our Pig Dinner meeting and who are inter-

ested in participating in a live presentation of the Strategic Plan. We will 

post the dates and times of these Webinar sessions shortly on our website 

and will notify you by email so that you may sign up. 

Also continuing on the Board are Jason Phillipsô95 as Treasurer, Tim 

Adams ô88, Secretary, Charlie Weckman ô93, House Director, and Chad 

Miller ô01, Chapter House Strategic Plan Director. 

At the Pig Dinner Annual Meeting, we considered and adopted several 

By Law Amendments. These have been posted to our website under the 

Documents Section but I will mention that we have now staggered terms 

of Board Members so that the entire Board does not come up for re-

election each year, and we have imposed term limits for each Board 

position to promote opportunities for Graduate Brothers to become in-

volved in AOGA leadership positions. 

Dear Brothers, 

I am going to apologize in advance for what I know will be a rather 

lengthy letter this month, but there are several matters of great impor-

tance that our Board wishes to share at this time. 

I cannot begin this letter without acknowledging and praising, albeit 

posthumously, the tremendous contributions made by our late Vice 

President, Geoff Darling ô88. Geoff was very much committed to the 

Strategic Recolonization Plan for Alpha Omega Chapter and he put forth 

an extraordinary effort to partner with our Board and me to position 

AOGA accordingly. The 55 plus Brothers and Guests who attended our 

recent Pig Dinner in Athens experienced an event of extraordinary qual-

ity and Brotherhood; this was the second Pig Dinner that Geoff coordi-

nated and executed within a six month period. Geoff was also part of the 

team of local (Ohio-based) Brothers who ensured that the chapter house 

was emptied of its contents last summer, that they were safeguarded and 

stored for the future, that the construction work necessary to place the 

house into compliance with City of Athens and Ohio University require-

ments for rental was timely completed, and that we maintained our eyes 

on the ultimate goal of keeping Alpha Omega Graduate Brothers con-

nected and excited over an eventual Recolonization of our beloved 

Chapter.  I know that the respect and admiration for Geoff, and the sor-

row over his passing, is universally shared and he will be missed by all 

in the time ahead. 

At Pig Dinner, I introduced each AOGA Board Member to those in at-

tendance and referred to them collectively as our ñDream Team!ò All of 

us have been blessed with the dedication and effort put forth by the 

members of the Board this past year, and I am one very grateful person! 

One Board Member from the past several years did not stand for re-

election this year due to increasing business demands. Legal Counsel 

Dan Hall ô89 continued the tradition of excellent internal legal represen-

tation of AOGA over the past years, following in the footsteps of prior 

AOGA General Counsels Mike Canter ô69, Ken Sechler ô71 and Tom 

Lammers ô74. Dan was instrumental in so many ways, but I am re-

minded most recently of his selfless efforts to protect the Association 

during the upheaval one year ago with the closing of the chapter, and for 

his contributions in helping me negotiate the terms of our rental lease 

agreement with the CPT Moore Housing Corporation for occupancy by 

the Phi Kappa Psi Ohio Nu Chapter. Many thanks, Dan, for your efforts! 

We have utilized the services of local law firm Eslocker and Oremus as 

our outside Counsel for many years, and we will continue this associa-

tion for our legal needs in the foreseeable future. 
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